HARDSHIPS ON THE  ROAD

drink, and, regardless of consequences, he would periodi-
cally succumb to this weakness. At Ottawa, the town
crowded with visitors for the annual fair, Dillon fell
from grace. The bill for the evening was "Lemons,"
and there was every indication that the house would be
sold out. The receipts were badly needed, too.

Late in the afternoon came the terrifying news that
Dillon lay stupefied from liquor in his room. Every-
body save Charles was in despair, Dillon had conceived
a great fancy for Charles, and he was deputized to take
the actor in hand, get him to the theater, and coerce
him through the play*

Charles responded nobly. He aroused the star, took
him to the theater in a carriage, and stood in the wings
throughout the whole performance, coaching and inspir-
ing his intoxicated star. By an amusing circumstance,
Dillon was required to play a drunken scene in " Lem-
ons. " He performed this part with so much realism
that the audience gave him a great ovation. The real
savior of that performance was the chubby lad who
stood In the wings with beating heart, fearful every
moment that Dillon would succumb.

New and heavier responsibilities now faced Charles
Prohman. The company was booked to play a week in
Memphis, Tennessee, the longest and most important
stand of the tour. In those days the printers who sup-
plied the traveling companies with advertising matter
were powers to be reckoned with. When the supply of
printing was cut off the company was helpless.

Charles H* McConnell, of the National Printing Com-
pany, who supplied the Stoddart Company with paper,
was none too confident of the success of that organiza-
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